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AGENDA 

HOBE-ST. LUCIE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
Hobe Sound Polo Club  
2935 SE Bridge Road  

Hobe Sound, Florida 33455 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING & PUBLIC HEARING 

February 23, 2022 
9:30 a.m. 

 
 

A. Call to Order 

B. Proof of Publication..................................................................................................................................Page 1 

C. Establish Quorum 

D. Additions or Deletions to Agenda  

E. Comments from the Public for Items Not on the Agenda 

F. Public Hearing 

1. Proof of Publication…………………………………………………………………………………Page 3 

2. Receive Public Comments on Approving WCP and Engineers Report for Unit No. 1A 

3. Consider Resolution No. 2022-01 – Approving WCP and Engineers Report for Unit No. 1A ……Page 9 

G. Old Business 

1. Update Regarding Martin County Litigation………………………….…………………………….Page 57 

2. Discussion Regarding RG Reserve Pipe Permit Application……………………………………….Page 59 

3. Update Regarding Howe Holdings and Bridgeview Agreements  

H. New Business 

I. Administrative Matters 

1. Engineer’s Report 

2. Attorney’s Report  

3. Manager’s Report 

4. Field Operations Report  

J. Board Members Comments 

K. Adjourn 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2022-01 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF HOBE-ST. LUCIE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT  
APPROVING THE WATER CONTROL PLAN AND 

ENGINEER’S REPORT FOR  
HOBE-ST. LUCIE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT  

UNIT OF DEVELOPMENT NO. 1A 
 
 
 WHEREAS, HOBE-ST. LUCIE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT is an independent special district 
duly organized and validly existing under the Constitution and the Laws of the State of Florida, including 
applicable provisions of Chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as amended, and Chapter 2005-239, Laws of 
Florida as amended and supplemented (together the “Act”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Hobe-St. Lucie’s Board of Supervisors on November 17, 2021 adopted a 
Resolution Approving Consideration of the Adoption of the Water Control Plan for Hobe-St. Lucie 
Conservancy District Unit of Development No. 1A, the geographical boundary of which has not changed 
but the prior estimate of the number of acres contained therein was recently reviewed by the District 
Engineer and found to be approximately 1537 acres; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 15, 2021, Hobe-St. Lucie’s Board of Supervisors held a Public 
Hearing to consider the proposed Water Control Plan for Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District Unit of 
Development No. 1A, and finding no objections to the proposed Water Control Plan, thereupon directed 
Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District’s Engineer to commence preparation of an Engineer’s Report for 
the District, which Engineer’s Report was filed with the Secretary of Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy 
District on January 19, 2022; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 23, 2022, the Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District’s Board of 
Supervisors held a Public Hearing for final consideration of the proposed Water Control Plan and 
Engineer’s Report for Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District Unit of Development No. 1A. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Supervisors of HOBE-ST. LUCIE 
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT, as follows: 
 

 1. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by this reference. 
 
 2. Pursuant to Section 298.301(2) and (3), F.S., Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District 
published notice and provided first class mail notice of the Public Hearing to consider adoption of 
a Resolution to consider approval of the Water Control Plan for Unit of Development No. 1A. 
 
 3. The Board of Supervisors held a Public Hearing on December 15, 2021 and adopted 
a Resolution determining to consider approving the Water Control Plan at a time certain and 
directed the District Engineer to prepare and file the Engineer’s Report. At said Hearing, no 
objections appeared and no written objections were filed. 
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 4. Pursuant to Section 298.301(6), F.S., Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District 
published notice on January 19, 2022 and January 26, 2022 of its Final Hearing to consider 
approval of the Water Control Plan for Unit of Development No. 1A. 
 
 5. Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District held a Public Hearing on February 23, 2022, 
at which time Public comments were received on the final adoption of the Engineer’s Report and 
Water Control Plan for Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District Unit of Development No. 1A. 
  
 6. The Board of Supervisors finds that no written objections were submitted, nor any 
objections made, at or before this duly advertised February 23, 2022 Public Hearing as to final 
adoption of the Water Control Plan and Engineer’s Report for Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy 
District Unit of Development No. 1A. 
 
 7. The Board of Supervisors, following examination of the Engineer’s Report, finds 
that the estimated cost of construction of the improvements contemplated in the Unit of 
Development No. 1A Water Control Plan is less than the aggregate benefits determined for the 
lands located within Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District’s Unit of Development No. 1A. 
 
 8. As a result of the above findings, the Board of Supervisors does hereby: 
 

  (A) Approve and confirm the Water Control Plan for Hobe-St. Lucie 
Conservancy District Unit of Development No. 1A, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto 
and identified as Exhibit “A”. 
 
   (B) Approve and confirm the January 2022 Engineer’s Report for Hobe-St. 
Lucie Conservancy District for Unit of Development No. 1A, a true and correct copy of which is attached 
hereto and identified as Exhibit “B”. 
 
 9. All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are repealed. 
 
 10. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 
 
 
 THIS RESOLUTION PASSED AND WAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF HOBE-ST. LUCIE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT ON FEBRUARY 23, 2022. 
 
 
              HOBE-ST. LUCIE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
 
 
ATTEST:             _____________________________________ 
      President 
 
______________________________ 
Secretary 
 
 (DISTRICT SEAL) 

Page 10



Page 11



Page 12



Page 13



Page 14



Page 15



Page 16



Page 17



Page 18



Page 19



Page 20



Page 21



Page 22



Page 23



Page 24



Page 25



Page 26



Page 27



Page 28



Page 29



Page 30



Page 31



Page 32



Page 33



Page 34



Page 35



Page 36



Page 37



Page 38



Page 39



Page 40



Page 41



Page 42



Page 43



Page 44



Page 45



Page 46



Page 47



Page 48



Page 49



Page 50



Page 51



Page 52



Page 53



Page 54



Page 55



Page 56



Page 1 of 2 
 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:  Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator, LLP  

DATE: February 8, 2022 

RE:  Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District  
  Update Regarding Martin County/SFWMD Lawsuit 
========================================================================== 

The following is an update on the litigation filed by Martin County (“the County”) and 
South Florida Water Management District (“SFWMD”), as follows: 

 
APPEAL 

 
On August 12, 2020, the Circuit Court entered two Final Judgments in the litigation. The 

Final Judgments essentially concluded that as a matter of law, lands owned by both Martin County 
and SFWMD are immune from the levy of non-ad valorem special assessments and the Special 
Districts have no legal authority to levy such assessments on these lands. 

 
On September 10, 2020, Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District, through its appellate counsel, 

filed a Notice of Appeal with the Fourth District Court of Appeal. 
 
On January 4, 2021, Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District filed an Initial Brief and Request 

for Oral Argument. The Florida Association of Special Districts (“FASD”) subsequently filed an 
Amicus Curiae (Friend of the Court) Brief in support of the District on January 12, 2021. 

 
On March 5, 2021, both Martin County and SFWMD filed Answer and Briefs and Requests 

for Oral Argument.   
 
On April 16, 2021, Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District filed a Reply Brief. 
 
On September 28, 2021, the District Court of Appeal heard oral argument in this matter.  
 
On November 17, 2021, the District Court of Appeal issued its written decision in favor of 

the District and reversed the summary judgment previously rendered in favor of the County and 
SFWMD.  The Court stated in part, that both the County and SFWMD improperly conflated the 
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terms “assessment” and “tax” “to justify their position”, and held that the District had correctly 
imposed a special assessment and not a tax.  It further held that Sections 298.305(1) and 298.54 
“provide the requisite statutory authority for imposing the special assessment,” and that Section 
298.36(1) has no effect on Section “298.305(1)’s mandate to assess all lands.”  The Court 
concluded that the reading of the law by the County and SFWMD “violate the clear mandate of 
298.305(1),” noting that both entities had paid these assessments for over twenty years. 

 
On November 23, 2021, the District Court of Appeal granted the County’s and SFWMD’s 

Motions for Extension of Time to allow them to file any post-opinion motions by December 17, 
2021.  Martin County and SFWMD filed Motions for Certification of Conflict and Great Public 
Importance. The District timely filed a Response on January 18, 2022. Appellate counsel has 
notified counsel for Amicus FASD of its option to participate, but has not received a response.  The 
District has also filed a Motion to Tax Appellate Costs.   

 
 On January 20, 2022, the Court denied the Motions for Certification of Conflict and Great 
Public Importance filed by Martin County and SFWMD. 

 
The original deadline for the Fourth District Court of Appeal to issue a mandate was 

February 4, 2022.  However, Martin County and SFWMD filed a Motion to stay the mandate. The 
District has prepared a Response opposing this Motion which it plans to timely file by February 16, 
2022. 

 
Martin County and SFWMD could file, by February 21, 2022, a petition for certiorari 

review by the Florida Supreme Court, which would then decide whether to accept or decline 
jurisdiction. 
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